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Chris Dartez  maintains our Larmanda entrance, and he 
has been very busy making it absolutely stunning. Chris 
�gured out how to trim the large hedge down to display 
our sign without harming the shrub. He added pineapple 
�nials to the wall and lots of color using the �owers and 
trees. Thank you Chris!

The University Manor Garden Club,  along with Dottie  
and Robert Giesler,  maintain the Fenton entrance and 
Bill Haughton  maintains the Town North entrance to our 
neighborhood. Thanks to all involved!

Our entrances give a warm “Welcome home”

Photo by Albert Porter, an MP/UM resident who lives on Wild Valley Drive

We can be proud and thankful for 
the opportunities our neighborhood 
provides to our families and 
businesses. In August, the Greater 
East Dallas Chamber of Commerce 
presented the 2011 Business of the 
Year Award to C.C. Young Retirement 
Community. The refurbishing and 
expanding of C.C. Young created 
over 100 new jobs. Rick Wamre,  the 
publisher of the Advocate magazines, 
received the Entrepreneur of the Year 
Award, and realtor Dick Clements  
of Clements Realty received the 
Chairman’s Award. U.S. Congressman 
Jeb Hensarling  presented the 
awards and gave the keynote address 
regarding our economy. Representative 

Northeast Dallas,

The Happening Place
Hensarling’s 5th District of Texas Dallas 
of�ce is in our neighborhood in the 
Comerica Bank Building at Abrams and 
Larmanda.

The East Dallas Chamber of Commerce 
exists to promote commercial, civic 
and educational interests in our 
neighborhood. Lori Haughton  has 
been appointed our liaison to bring 
us updates through emails and the 
newsletters. If you are interested in 
attending chamber events, contact the 
East Dallas Chamber of Commerce at 
214-328-4100.

Commercial Happenings
Major retail stores newly opened at the 
new TimberCreek Crossing center at 
Northwest Highway and Skillman Street: 
Walmart, Sam’s Club, JCPenney, and 
Whataburger.

The old location of Centennial Liquor, 
Northwest Hwy. at W. Lawther Dr., is now 
the Dallas Bicycle Cafe.

Liquid Zoo Sports and Cigar Bar is now 
open in the location that was last the 
home of Stone Elephant, across Skillman 
Street from Jake’s.

Rent-A-Center has moved across Skillman 
Street from its location beside Jake’s to 
the old Blockbuster location.

The new Ribbit Consignment Store is 
going into suite 100 in the Furniture 
Warehouse on Walling. And we believe 
there will be a thrift shop moving into a 
portion of the long-vacant Bally’s site.

Upscale apartments are planned to go on 
W. Lawther Dr. adjacent the DART station.

One of the best pieces of news is that the 
long-vacant Steakley Chevrolet lot has 
been sold for future retail development.

Flag Pole Hill and Timber Creek Crossing—photos by Gordon Cathey
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The Merriman Park/University Manor 
Communicator  is a publication of the Merriman 
Park/University Manor Neighborhood Association, 
P.O. Box 820803, Dallas, TX 75382-0803. 

Submissions of articles, letters, tidbits, recipes 
and suggestions are invited and appreciated. 

Advertising rates start at only $30  per issue, 
with generous discounts for multiple insertions. 
Flexible ad sizes are available, and pre-printed 
advertising inserts are accepted. Contact us for 
complete ad rates and speci�cations.

Contact Donna Mason, 214-348-7721 
newsletter@mpum.com

Merriman Park/University Manor 
Neighborhood Association Of�cers and 
Chairpersons Serving for the 2011/2012 
Fiscal Year:

President:  
 Bill Haughton, president@mpum.com 
 214-801-2425

V.P., Administration: 
 Doug Mahy, vp@mpum.com 
 214-349-9384

V.P. Zoning:  
 Rick Webber,  zoning@mpum.com 
 214-348-3526

Treasurer:  
 Charlie Ramirez, treasurer@mpum.com 
 214-341-1861

Secretary:  
 Barbara Hansen,  secretary@mpum.com 
 214-340-3339

Crime Watch:  
 Brenna Rivas, crimewatch@mpum.com 
 214-460-4908

Expanded Neighborhood Patrol (ENP) 
Coordinator:  
 Donna Mason,  enp@mpum.com 
 214-348-7721

Volunteers in Patrol (VIP) Leader:  
 Dottie Giesler,  vip@mpum.com 
 214-349-7028

Beauti�cation:  
 Dottie Giesler,  beauti�cation@mpum.com 
 214-349-7028

Newsletter:  
 Donna Mason & Gordon Cathey  
 newsletter@mpum.com 
 214-348-7721

Newsletter Printing:  
 Carl Kinchen, Armadillo Press, Inc.  
 dilloprint@aol.com 
 972-438-7014

Neighborhood Pets:  
 Amy Berliner,  pets@mpum.com 
 214-437-2377

Web Site:  
 Stuart Johnson,  webmaster@mpum.com 
 214-553-9579

Communication:  
 Donna Mason,  info@mpum.com 
 214-348-7721

Membership/Safety:  
 Robert Giesler,  jazzydott@sbcglobal.net 
 214-349-7028

We hope you 
enjoy our full-color 
newsletter!  

Something new

All the work that goes into bringing you 
the newsletter is accomplished by MPUM 
volunteers! Printing is provided by our 
very own resident, Carl Kinchen,  who 
owns Armadillo Press. Past newsletter 
editor, Gordon Cathey,  is working with 
Carl to provide formatting, editing and 
general layout. Most of the content is 
composed by Donna Mason with help 
from our Association Board. 

MPUM Groups to Join

Garden Club: Contact Joy Goyen,  
President, 214-348-0877, or visit www.
mpum/GardenClub

Mom’s Group:  E-mail mverastiqui@
yahoo.com or visit www.mpum.com/
Moms

Running Group:  Join other residents for 
early morning runs. Contact Daniel Rivas 
at daniel@rivasproperties.com

Bicycle Group:  Riding whenever the 
weather permits. Contact Isaac Cohen at 
isaac@isdaco.com or call him at 214-673-
5624.

Get your special interest group listed here 
for neighborhood participation. Email 
info@mpum.com.

Your Annual Neighborhood 
Association Dues—Only 
$15.00 per year!

Don’t forget to pay your neighborhood 
association dues. If you have any question 
about whether or not you have already 
paid, you can check the list of households 
paid on our website at www.mpum.com. 
Look for the link on the front page in the 
right-hand column that says “Dues Paid 
for the Current Fiscal Year.” You can also 
call Charley Ramirez,  our Treasurer, and 
he will be glad to look it up for you. He 
can be reached by telephone at 214-341-
1861 or by email at treasurer@mpum.
com. Dues should be mailed to MPUM, 
P.O. Box 820803, Dallas, TX 75382-0803. 
Only $15.00 per year! You can 
use the self-addressed envelope enclosed 
with this newsletter.

Email Communication

If you have an email address, be sure 
you send it to info@mpum.com to be 
added to our neighborhood email list to 
receive pet and crime alerts, event info 
and updates. Our current neighborhood 
list is about 525 emails strong. If you do 
not have email, call Donna Mason  at 
214-348-7721. We have started a “buddy 
system,” where we �nd someone who 
lives close to you to print and drop off 
information to your home.

www.mpum.com  

Take the time to visit our website at 
www.mpum.com. You will �nd a helpful 
Business Page with a list of recommended 
contractors and businesses of fellow 
residents. You will �nd a forum offering 
suggestions, items for sale, and other 
information, keeping you up-to-date 
with neighborhood activity. Contact 
our webmaster, Stuart Johnston,  at 
webmaster@mpum.com to suggest 
content or to ask him any questions about 
the web site and its use.

September Yard of the Month

6857 Winchester

www.mpum.com

October Yard of the Month

7060 Freemont
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The Dallas Arboretum broke ground for 
the Rory Meyers Children’s Adventure 
Garden in March, and construction is 
currently underway for this seven-acre 
“science school,” where children will 
be immersed in nature. This is the most 
important undertaking in the Arboretum’s 
history, for the Adventure Garden will 
change the landscape of children’s science 
education. Science, and particularly earth 
science, test scores are the lowest among 
all academic subjects tested. Plans for the 
Adventure Garden respond to this urgent 
need to improve science education for 
children in Dallas. All curriculum will be 
aligned with state and national science 
standards, and the Adventure Garden’s 
academic design and evaluation are being 
developed with Southern Methodist 
University’s Graduate School of Education 
through a strategic alliance. Dr. Johann 
Deisenhofer,  who was awarded a 
Nobel Prize in chemistry with emphasis 
on photosynthesis, chairs the scienti�c 
committee overseeing this project. Linus 
Wright,  former DISD superintendant, 
chairs the curriculum advisory committee.
 
We are proud that the Adventure Garden 
will be located in East Dallas at the gem 
of our city, the Dallas Arboretum. City 
and school leaders have enthusiastically 
endorsed this project and eagerly await 
the Adventure Garden’s opening in 
early 2013. The Rory Meyers Children’s 

Rory Meyers Children’s Adventure Garden 
Under Construction

The Happening Place

Adventure Garden will set the gold 
standard for children’s outdoor science 
education and will be the only facility 
of its kind in this country or, we believe, 
in the world. Best of all, the Adventure 
Garden will be fun for visitors of all ages!

Sanitation

If you do not need the largest Sanitation 
and Recycle Carts, you can now order 
different sizes to �t your needs. The 
available carts come in 96, 64 and 48 
gallons. The city will pick up your current 
cart and replace it with a smaller one. If 
you would like to order a different size 
cart, call 311 to make your request. 

Two new 
smaller 
sizes

Call 311 to 
have yours 
downsized 
for free.

96 gal. and the new 64 gal. and 48 gal. sizes

News from our 
District 9 City 
Council Rep.,  
Sheffie Kadane

The Army Facility on Northwest 
Highway  —The National Park Service 
approved transferring the Armory to 
the City as part of the Federal Lands to 
Parks Program. Once renovations are 
completed, the park staff will move in. 
The approved plan will support facilities 
to serve the White Rock area and public 
use opportunities with classrooms and 
meeting facilities. 

The East Lawther Trail —Improvements 
will consist of new playgrounds, signage 
and reconstruction of the main trail from 
the Mockingbird Pedestrian Bridge to the 
East Lawther turn near the Corinthian 
Sailing Club. Go to www.mpum.com  
to read about the improvements in more 
detail

White Rock Lake Dog Park — New 
design elements include grading of area 
to drain, expansion of parking lot and 
dog paddock areas, installation of K9 
turf, event area and small pavilion, info 
kiosk, double gate entry, water and wash 
stations, shade structures and lighting, 
launch with overlook and a shoreline 
restoration plan!

Our resident Sadie Lidji,   
daughter of 
Shari and Alan 
Lidji,  celebrated 
her bat mitzvah. 
Congrats Sadie!

Congratulations

www.mpum.com










