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Flag Pole Hill and Timber Creek Crossing—photos by Gordon Cathey

The Happening Place

We can be proud and thankful for

the opportunities our neighborhood
provides to our families and
businesses. In August, the Greater
East Dallas Chamber of Commerce
presented the 2011 Business of the
Year Award to C.C. Young Retirement
Community. The refurbishing and
expanding of C.C. Young created

over 100 new jobs.Rick Wamre, the
publisher of the Advocate magazines,
received the Entrepreneur of the Year
Award, and realtor Dick Clements

of Clements Realty received the
Chairman’s Award. U.S. Congressman
Jeb Hensarling presented the

awards and gave the keynote address
regarding our economy. Representative

Hensarling’s 5th District of Texas Dallas
of ce is in our neighborhood in the
Comerica Bank Building at Abrams and
Larmanda.

The East Dallas Chamber of Commerce
exists to promote commercial, civic

and educational interests in our
neighborhood. Lori Haughton has
been appointed our liaison to bring

us updates through emails and the
newsletters. If you are interested in
attending chamber events, contact the
East Dallas Chamber of Commerce at
214-328-4100.
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Commercial Happenings

Major retail stores newly opened at the
new TimberCreek Crossing center at
Northwest Highway and Skillman Street:
Walmart, Sam’s Club, JCPenney, and
Whataburger.

The old location of Centennial Liquor,
Northwest Hwy. at W. Lawther Dr., is now
the Dallas Bicycle Cafe.

Liquid Zoo Sports and Cigar Bar is now
open in the location that was last the
home of Stone Elephant, across Skillman
Street from Jake'’s.

Rent-A-Center has moved across Skillman
Street from its location beside Jake’s to
the old Blockbuster location.

The new Ribbit Consignment Store is
going into suite 100 in the Furniture
Warehouse on Walling. And we believe
there will be a thrift shop moving into a
portion of the long-vacant Bally’s site.

Upscale apartments are planned to go on
W. Lawther Dr. adjacent the DART station.

One of the best pieces of news is that the
long-vacant Steakley Chevrolet lot has
been sold for future retail development.

Photo by Albert Porter, an MP/UM resident who lives on Wi

Fl

Valley Drive

The University Manor Garden Club,
and Robert Giesler, maintain the Fenton entrance and
Bill Haughton maintains the Town North entrance to our
neighborhood. Thanks to all involved!

Our entrances give a warm “Welcome home”

e Chris Dartez maintains our Larmanda entrance, and he
has been very busy making it absolutely stunning. Chris
gured out how to trim the large hedge down to display
our sign without harming the shrub. He added pineapple
nials to the wall and lots of color using the owers and
trees. Thank you Chris!

along with Dottie
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The Merriman Park/University Manor
Communicator is a publication of the Merriman
Park/University Manor Neighborhood Association,
P.O. Box 820803, Dallas, TX 75382-0803.

Submissions of articles, letters, tidbits, recipes
and suggestions are invited and appreciated.

Advertising rates start at only $30  per issue,
with generous discounts for multiple insertions.
Flexible ad sizes are available, and pre-printed
advertising inserts are accepted. Contact us for
complete ad rates and speci cations.

Contact Donna Mason, 214-348-7721
newsletter@mpum.com
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Merriman Park/University Manor
Neighborhood Association Of cers and
Chairpersons Serving for the 2011/2012
Fiscal Year:

President:
Bill Haughton, president@mpum.com
214-801-2425

V.P., Administration:
Doug Mahy, vp@mpum.com
214-349-9384

V.P. Zoning:
Rick Webber, zoning@mpum.com
214-348-3526

Treasurer:
Charlie Ramirez, treasurer@mpum.com
214-341-1861

Secretary:
Barbara Hansen, secretary@mpum.com
214-340-3339

Crime Watch:
Brenna Rivas, crimewatch@mpum.com
214-460-4908

Expanded Neighborhood Patrol (ENP)

Coordinator:
Donna Mason, enp@mpum.com
214-348-7721

Volunteers in Patrol (VIP) Leader:
Dottie Giesler, vip@mpum.com
214-349-7028

Beauti cation:
Dottie Giesler, beauti cation@mpum.com
214-349-7028

Newsletter:
Donna Mason & Gordon Cathey
newsletter@mpum.com
214-348-7721

Newsletter Printing:
Carl Kinchen, Armadillo Press, Inc.
dilloprint@aol.com
972-438-7014

Neighborhood Pets:
Amy Berliner, pets@mpum.com
214-437-2377

Web Site:
Stuart Johnson, webmaster@mpum.com
214-553-9579

Communication:
Donna Mason, info@mpum.com
214-348-7721

Membership/Safety:
Robert Giesler, jazzydott@sbcglobal.net
214-349-7028
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September Yard of the Month

6857 Winchester

Something new

We hope you
enjoy our full-color
newsletter!

All the work that goes into bringing you
the newsletter is accomplished by MPUM
volunteers! Printing is provided by our
very own resident,Carl Kinchen, who
owns Armadillo Press. Past newsletter
editor, Gordon Cathey, is working with
Carl to provide formatting, editing and
general layout. Most of the content is
composed byDonna Mason with help
from our Association Board.

Email Communication

If you have an email address, be sure
you send it to info@mpum.com to be
added to our neighborhood email list to
receive pet and crime alerts, event info
and updates. Our current neighborhood
list is about 525 emails strong. If you do
not have email, callDonna Mason at
214-348-7721. We have started a “buddy
system,” where we nd someone who
lives close to you to print and drop off
information to your home.

www.mpum.com

Take the time to visit our website at
www.mpum.com. You will nd a helpful
Business Page with a list of recommended
contractors and businesses of fellow
residents. You will nd a forum offering
suggestions, items for sale, and other
information, keeping you up-to-date

with neighborhood activity. Contact

our webmaster, Stuart Johnston, at
webmaster@mpum.com to suggest
content or to ask him any questions about

the web site and its use.
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October Yard of the Month

MPUM Groups to Join

Garden Club: Contact Joy Goyen,
President, 214-348-0877, or Vvisitvww.
mpum/GardenClub

Mom’s Group: E-mail mverastiqui@
yahoo.com or visitwww.mpum.com/
Moms

Running Group: Join other residents for
early morning runs. ContactDaniel Rivas
at daniel@rivasproperties.com

Bicycle Group: Riding whenever the
weather permits. Contactlsaac Cohen at
isaac@isdaco.com or call him at 214-673-
5624.

Get your special interest group listed here
for neighborhood participation. Email
inffo@mpum.com.

Your Annual Neighborhood
Association Dues—Only
$15.00 per year!

Don't forget to pay your neighborhood
association dues. If you have any question
about whether or not you have already
paid, you can check the list of households
paid on our website at www.mpum.com.
Look for the link on the front page in the
right-hand column that says “Dues Paid
for the Current Fiscal Year.” You can also
call Charley Ramirez, our Treasurer, and
he will be glad to look it up for you. He
can be reached by telephone at 214-341-
1861 or by email at treasurer@mpum.
com. Dues should be mailed to MPUM,
P.O. Box 820803, Dallas, TX 75382-0803.

Only $15.00 per year!  You can
use the self-addressed envelope enclosed
with this newsletter.

®



Merriman Park®{/* University Manor

NEIGHBORHOOTD

www.mpum.com

MP/UM Neighborhood's Upcoming

P Neighborhood events
W for 2011-2012

Other meetings scheduled thus far

Great Food ® Games for the Kids ® Door Prizes include the CrimedW:tch meetinﬁ
. . on January 10 and the April 10t
Neighborly F5||OW5h'P * Fun for All meeting to close out our fiscal year
28 and hold the officer elections for the

Neighborhood Association.

Begin the holiday season by meeting and greeting your

MP/UM neighbors and sharing an autumn feast. You will be notified when we have
other activities like garage sales,
shredding events and block parties.

The meat and drinks will be provided by the Association.
Bring you favorite vegetable or dessert in a covered dish to
what is always our most popular event of the year.

aw

November & ¢ 6:30 pm
Hotchkiss Elementary School

Fhoto curtesy of 0.1.5.0.

Thank you, Hotchkiss!

We would like to express our
Code Enforcement Pets appreciation to the Hotchkiss

Elementary School officials for working
Hopefully all of you received the bright As a reminder, coyotes have been spotted with us to provide a meeting place
yellow flyer on your front porch recently, at all hours of the day and night in our for our neighborhoed, the janitors for
reminding you about cleaning up your neighborhood, looking for food and sticking around to close up the school
alley. Clean alleys are the first line of water. If you have a small pet, such as a after our meetings conclude and for
defense against crime. A well-kept cat, dog or rabbit, and you making sure we have the equipment
neighborhood, including front and back have a low fence, or easy we need for the meeting. We also
yards, communicates a highly aware access to your yard, your greatly appreciate their helping hand
community. Avoid costly fines from pets are not protected. by taking the basketball hoops down
Code Compliance Officers whao patrol all Take extra precautions by when school is out of session for the
neighbarhoods regularly. Please maintain bringing your pets indoors summer. Having the hoops down has
your property. and securing fences. prevented graups of older teens from

hanging out at the school.
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Lulu’s Home & Pet Care () UnitedHealthcare

Medicare Solutions

Going out of town? Need help while at work?

: Wlugmrm SecureHorizons* & Evercare
Lulus Home & Pet Care is your answer. Unicleaticans by Ui atiare v
$2.00/day mail or newspaper pick up MUTUAL of OMAHA Q
§5.00/day watering pots and flower beds
$5.00/day pet care {dog walking not included) JOhI] Withers

Owned and upcm:cd by bth gmdc local resident, Authorized Independent Agent

Jennie Lou Haughton 214-673"6570
Call taday ~214-363-2883 ¢ R johnwithers6225@sbcglobal.net
@ e o __ L
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News from our
District 9 City
Council Rep.,
Sheffie Kadane

The Army Facility on Northwest
Highway —The National Park Service
approved transferring the Armory to

the City as part of the Federal Lands to
Parks Program. Once renovations are
completed, the park staff will move in.
The approved plan will support facilities
to serve the White Rock area and public
use opportunities with classrooms and
meeting facilities.

The East Lawther Trail —Improvements
will consist of new playgrounds, signage
and reconstruction of the main trail from
the Mockingbird Pedestrian Bridge to the
East Lawther turn near the Corinthian
Sailing Club. Go towww.mpum.com

to read about the improvements in more
detail

White Rock Lake Dog Park— New
design elements include grading of area
to drain, expansion of parking lot and
dog paddock areas, installation of K9
turf, event area and small pavilion, info
kiosk, double gate entry, water and wash
stations, shade structures and lighting,
launch with overlook and a shoreline
restoration plan!

»

Congratulations

Our residentSadie Lidji,
daughter of
Shari and Alan
Lidji, celebrated
her bat mitzvah.

Congrats Sadie! gt - 1
A\

NEIGHBORHO OD

www.mpum.com

The Happening Place

Rory Meyers Children’s Adventure Garden

Under Construction

The Dallas Arboretum broke ground for
the Rory Meyers Children’s Adventure
Garden in March, and construction is
currently underway for this seven-acre
“science school,” where children will

be immersed in nature. This is the most
important undertaking in the Arboretum’s
history, for the Adventure Garden will
change the landscape of children’s science
education. Science, and particularly earth
science, test scores are the lowest among
all academic subjects tested. Plans for the
Adventure Garden respond to this urgent
need to improve science education for
children in Dallas. All curriculum will be
aligned with state and national science
standards, and the Adventure Garden’s
academic design and evaluation are being
developed with Southern Methodist
University’s Graduate School of Education
through a strategic alliance.Dr. Johann
Deisenhofer, who was awarded a

Nobel Prize in chemistry with emphasis
on photosynthesis, chairs the scienti ¢
committee overseeing this projectLinus
Wright, former DISD superintendant,
chairs the curriculum advisory committee.

We are proud that the Adventure Garden
will be located in East Dallas at the gem
of our city, the Dallas Arboretum. City
and school leaders have enthusiastically
endorsed this project and eagerly await
the Adventure Garden’s opening in

early 2013. The Rory Meyers Children’s

Adventure Garden will set the gold
standard for children’s outdoor science
education and will be the only facility

of its kind in this country or, we believe,
in the world. Best of all, the Adventure
Garden will be fun for visitors of all ages!

®

Two new
smaller
sizes

Call 311 to
have yours
downsized
for free.

e o= . Ful et

96 gal. and the new 64 gal. and 48 gal. sizes
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Sanitation

If you do not need the largest Sanitation
and Recycle Carts, you can now order
different sizes to t your needs. The
available carts come in 96, 64 and 48
gallons. The city will pick up your current
cart and replace it with a smaller one. If
you would like to order a different size
cart, call 311 to make your request.

o
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Dr. Bob Consor, 0.D.

) Optometry

EYE DOCTOR’S OFFICE Eye Health Examinations
AND Treatment of Eye Diseases

EYE GALLERY Contact Lenses & Modern Eyewear

Laser Vision Correction Consultation

Preston Center

214.361.1300 - 6036 Sherry Lane « Dallas, Texas 75225
drbob@eyedoctordallas.com « www.eyedoctordallas.com

'/ Ann Wieringa

- =

“ | 'y Long Term Care Insurance Agent

L

Genworth 7220 Walling Lane
Financial Dallas, TX 75231-7334

214 348.2032

214 673.2367 mobile

214 348.2032 fax

annwieringa@shecglobal net

Authorized w Offer

"MRPI Long Term Care
= | Life Insurance

NORTH DALLAS
POOL SERVICE

5600 W. Lovers Ln., Ste. 116-399, Dallas, TX 75209

Eric Williams

(214) 904-0925

214.527.4291

Your Communicator is supported by all our advertisers, including Whataburger and the Firestone
store, who have fliers inserted with this issue. Please say, "Thank you,” with your business.

! [, l/f[ f ' \F.
Bring in this newsletter for FREE dry cleaning of one blouse

or shirt with your first order of five garments or more!
Limit one per houshold. Offer expires 11,/30/2011.

Sterling Cleaners
5840 Abrams Rd.
(214) 361-5274

LIZY BEAUTY SALON

Bring in this newsletter for your
MP,/UM Exclusive Discount!

Women's Shampoo & Cut  $13.00 [regularly $16.00)
Men's Shampoo & Cut $8.00 [regularly $10.00)

Good Manday through Friday, Limit one discount. per househald
Défer expires Nov, 30, 2011,

Hours of Operation: Abrimos de:

Monday through Thursday
10:00 gm. - 2:00 p.m.
Friday and Saturday Viernes y Sabado
9:00 a.m. - 8:00 pm. 800 am. - 3:00 pm.
Sunday Dorningo
9:00 a.m. - 6:00 pm. 8:00 am. - :00 pm.

214-987-2079

Lunes a Jueves
10:00 am. - 3:00 pm.

5840 Abrams Rd., Dallas, TX 75214
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We're packing a one-two punch:

Working closely with the Northeast Division of the Dallas Police
Department, we use two powerful crime prevention programs!

As indicated in the
recent Expanded
Neighborhood
Patrol flyer, the
ENP program has
dramatically cut
crime in our neighborhood. If you have not already done so,
please consider joining us now, because we need as many
neighbars as possible helping to support even mare patrol hours
by our uniformed, armed and professional police officer who
knows every street and alley in our neighborhood.

You are seeing these patrols on our streets more now
because your neighbors are willing to pay for the added
crime deterance that the increased police presence can
provide us,

We have found Expanded Neighborhood Patrol to be the most
significant crime prevention tool our neighborhood has ever

had. There are many advantages ta this program, and as one
resident pointed out, we need to think about the losses and pain
experienced when one’s home or car is broken into and how ENP
can help to protect us. Another resident mentioned how having
this level of safety in the neighborhood increases property values.

The annual membership fee is $150.00—only $12.50 per
manth—with all proceeds going to our ENP officer from the
Dallas Police Department’s NE Divsion. Just make your check
payable to MPUM ENP and send it to MPUM, P.O. Box 821733,
Dallas, TX 75382 in the self-addressed envelope included with
this newsletter. Or visit our website at www.mpum.com and pay
with PayPal, If you have guestions, please call Donna Mason at
214-348-7721 or email enp@mpum.com.

MERFENUAN RAFS UIMVERSITY

Please join us in our
Wolunteers in Patrol
program. We need
your help, because
the more watchful
eyes and visible
patrals we have around the neighborhood, the more crime we
can prevent. To qualify, you just need to attend a six-hour Dallas
Police Department training class. If you have any time to devote
to our neighborhood, even if only for an hour or two a month,
please join us. Magnetic signs for VIP cars are furnished by our
MP/UM Neighborhood Assaciation. As requested by DPD, VIPs
usually patrol with flashing amber lights on the tops of their cars,
s0 look for them and wave your “thanks.”

Meighborhood civilian volunteers patral our streets and
allies, displaying & visible presence to potential ciminals
and vandals and reporting all suspiciouws behavicr to the
Dallas Police Department

The next VIP training class will be a three-evening class held at
the Northeast Division police station on Monday, November 7,
Tuesday, November 8, and Thursday, Novermber 10 from 7:00
p.m. to 9:30 p.m. The last session will include a tour of the
911 Call Center and the police and fire departments’ dispatch
facilities at City Hall. For further details, send an email to vip@
rmpum.com or call Dottie Giesler at 214-349-7028 or Donna
Mason at 214-348-7721. You may also contact the Northeast
Division's Sr. Corp. Phil Gordon at 214-671-0160, or you may
email him at phillip.gordon@dpd.ci.dallas. tx.us

®

Lake nghlands Public Improvement District (PID)

With the help of Lake Highlands,
participation in the PID program has
provided a safer commercial area on both
sides of Skillman Street and our side of
Abrams Road. The only two businesses
that are not participating are Security Self
Storage and Furniture Warehouse.

Lake Highlands Public Improvement
District was created in 2008 and provides
improvements to enhance public safety
and security, design and construction,
and pedestrian amenities approved by the
Dallas City Council,

Crime has plummeted in our commercial
area. Police officers have been hired to
patrol the PID on Skillman that extends
from LBJ to Abrams and are often parked
in the parking lots in front of Big Lots and
the vacant daycare center. Twenty crimes
of theft last year have dropped to eight
crimes of theft in the first six months of
this year. A big thank you to the Lake
Highlands Public Improvement District.

®»
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Crime Watch
REPORI]

The most common type

of crime we experience

in this neighborhood is

what we call “Crimes of
Opportunity. " These crimes

happen as a result of residents leaving
unattended garage doors open, storage
buildings unlocked, cars unlocked, and
items of value in full view in the car, the
yard or on the porch. These are not the
kinds of crimes a patrol officer can stop,
because they happen within as little time
as a few seconds. Since the first of the
year MP/UM residents have reported 20
crimes of this type.

When criminals are successful in stealing
anything of value, they will be back in
our neighborhood looking for more. Help
us reduce these kinds of crimes in our
neighborhood by locking doors, keeping

New Security Signs
Available for ENP
Members

Our Expanded Neighborhood Patrol program
is now making reflective security patrol signs
available to its members. Each 9 x 12 aluminurm sign has two
pre-drilled holes for mounting on fences and structures. There
are also metal stakes available for standing in lawns or flower
beds. If you are an ENP member and would like some signs,
priced at $14.95 each. please contact Donna Mason by email

at enp@mpum.com

»

Norma
Hair Stylist

Perms

214.728.8981
6301 Abrams Road, Dallas, TX

@
Salons in the Park/Canal Clothing

Bring this coupon for

50% OFF
ANY HAIR
SERVICE

Haircuts - Styles

Men’s - Women’s
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garage doors closed, and hiding all items
in your car from view. Do not put boxes at
the curb that advertise newly purchased
valuables. Instead, take the boxes to

the recycle bin at the Town Morth Bible
Church.

Other crimes we have seen this year
include stolen cars and burglaries of
homes.

Early in the year, we had three cars
stolen that were tied to a car-theft ring
operating in northeast Dallas,

After about a year of almost zero
residential burglaries, we had a spike

in reports in July that included five
residential break-ins. See the side bar for
our response to this surprising increase.

= Envelopes
* Notepads

« Garbonless Forms
* Labels

Color - Highlights * Color Copies

Pumadillo Prew, Ine.
* Presentation Folders

* Magnetic Biz Cards

MP/UM'’s response to
last summer’s spike
in reports of property
crimes:

s Qur ENP Officer requested more
patrolling in our neighborhood
from DPD's NE Division.

* Qur ENP Officer arranged for all
the Neighborhood Patrol Officers
from the NE Division to call on
a number of randomly selected
households, spreading the
message about how to protect
yourself and our neighborhood.

* Along with our ENP officer, we
followed the crime stats very
closely and altered the ENP
schedule accordingly

* We mobilized our VIP patrollers to
patrol more frequently.

s We appealed to all our residents to
watch and listen and to call 911 to
report for suspicious activity.

Sheri's Helping Hand

472.439.3010
dilloprind @ ol com

= Layout/Design
* Door Hangers
e T-Shirts

s Checks
 Decals

= Catalogs

= Business Cards
« Stationery

* Brochures

* Postcards

* Mailers

» Greeting Cards
* Trading Cards

Specializing in “Attention to Detail”






